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NICARAGUA CANAL

Though close to the Pacific Ocean, the
waters of the two large lakes above men-
tioned flow to the Caribbean Sea through
the San Juan River, on the southern boun-
dary; this stream is for the greater part of
its course about one-third of a mile wide.
The other rivers are for the most part short
and urmavigable because of bars near their
mouths. Bluefieldsj on the Caribbean, has
direct steamship connection with New Or-
leans, 1,236 miles north. The Pacific port
is San Juan del Sur; by steamer it is 2,700
miles from San Francisco, and 4,210 miles
from Honolulu. The capital is Managua, on
the lake of the same name.

The People. The eastern coast is largely
the Mosquito Territory, once an international
issue, the home of the Mosquito Indians. In
the eastern section are also the Zambo In-
dians and negroes from various West India
islands, particularly Jamaica. This eastern
part of the country is not adapted climat-
ically to white men, except at Bluefields and a
few other points along the coast.

In the western section there are about
17,000 white people of pure Spanish descent
and many thousands of Indians. There is
little communication between the east and
the west. The Indians do all the work, and
are obedient and industrious. Nearly all the
people are Roman Catholics.

Besources. The chief agricultural prod-
uct is coffee, and most of the plantations
belong to Americans and Germans. In the
east bananas are a great source of wealth,
and a million and a half bunches are
shipped from Bluefields every year. Cotton,
tobacco, rubber, corn, breadfruit, cocoanuts
and rice are also grown. Thousands of
square miles are densely forested. In the
highland region cattle raising is profitable.

Government. The republic is governed by
a President and a Congress of two houses,
elected every four years. Following1 armed
clashes between the opposing- parties, United
States forces were asked to supervise a
general election for President in 1928.
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MCAEAOTA, LAKE, an extensive sheet of
water m Central 'America, in the republic of
Nlcaragna, about 100 miles long from north-
trest to southeast, and about forty-five miles
at its broadest point. It Is about 110

feet above the Pacific Ocean, thirteen miles
distant. The river San Juan flows from the
southeastern extremity into the Caribbean
Sea, and at its northwestern extremity the
lake receives, through the Tip i tap a River,
the waters of Lake Managua. Lake Nica-
ragua contains several islands, the largest of
which is Ometepe. For this proposed use of
Lake Nicaragua, see NICARAGUA CANAL.

NICARAGUA CANAL, a canal projected
across the Isthmus of Nicaragua, to connect
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. As origi-
nally surveyed, this canal was to extend from
Greytown, on the Caribbean Sea, to Brito,
on the Pacific Ocean. The length was 183.86
miles, of which 70.51 was to be through the
San Juan Eiver and Lake Nicaragua. In

PROPOSED ROUTE
NICAKAGUA CANAL

1849 a concession for constructing- a canal
was granted a company headed by Cornelius
Yanderbilt. However, nothing practical was
accomplished for forty years.

In 1889 the Maritime Canal Commission
was organized, and this was followed in 1899
by the Walker Commission, authorized by the
United States Congress to report upon the
practicability of the enterprise. This com-
mission made a favorable report, and for a
time it seemed probable that the canal would
be constructed in accordance with its recom-
mendation. However, before negotiations
with Nicaragua were completed in 1902, the
Panama Canal Company of France offered
to sell its franchises and property to the
United States for the valuation placed upon
them by the canal commission. This offer was
accepted, and interest was transferred to- the
Panama Canal (see PANAMA CAJTAL) . In 1916
a treaty was concluded between the United
States and Nicaragua by which the latter
conceded to the United States the perpetual
right to build a canal over any route in Nica-
ragua desired